BY  ORDER  OF THE  SHAH

would play one alarum.3' Polo traces direct descent from
this game.

Two years after the Sepoy Mutiny the first polo club
was inaugurated in Calcutta. A decade later it reached
England as "hockey on horseback." The first important
match was played at Aldershot in 1871, between teams
of the loth Royal Hussars and the gth Lancers.

We saw the two goal posts still standing at either end
of the square at Isfahan. Built of a hard grey stone,
tapering to a formal sculptured top, they were set firmly
in the ground, about seven feet high, and some eight yards
apart. So massive was each post that two arms would not
meet round it. How different from and, incidentally,
how much more dangerous than, the modern basket-work,
bunting-covered posts.

We could discern the site of the old stables, although the
crumbling domes had lately been removed in favour of a
police training-ground. A modern writer stated that he
saw the stone mangers being demolished, but residents
discredited his assertion.

Isfahan claimed to regard the game as fashioned in her
likeness, and the Royal Square as the mother of all polo
grounds, from Hurlingham to Cairo, Baghdad to Delhi,
Khartoum to Meadowbrook, wherever man sat astride a
horse. The contention that the name was derived from
the traveller Marco Polo should be discounted.

At one time a horse fair was held twice a week upon
the square, where merchants erected stalls. An arcade
bounded the area, lit on fete days by crude lamps* A
stream, clear and fresh, nourished fine trees and bubbled
through the streets and courtyards. Although other means
of watering were tried, none was so successful as this ancient
way, said to have been designed by the mother of Shah
Abbas. Of her it is told that she was prone to unlawful
intrigue. She was eventually discovered by a court
official who promptly stabbed her through the purdah
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